
Hello Second Grade Families! 
  

I hope you had a wonderful summer full of exploration, adventure, and love, as well as some time 
to relax :)  My summer has been very busy preparing to meet and teach your little ones, as well as raising 
a brand new German Shorthair Pointer puppy.  I am so thrilled that the school year has finally arrived! 

I’m very excited to be here at the Nevada City School of the Arts with your children and 
yourselves.  While this is my first year teaching, I feel it’s something I was born to do, as I come from a 
large family of teachers.  I’m very passionate about education, and cannot wait to experience all the new 
school year brings.  During the first month of school, we will be focusing on building our classroom 
community and what it means to be and embody the behavior of a second grader.  We will create 
classroom expectations, build upon and learn new routines, and get to know one another.  It’s my goal 
that all of my students learn in an environment where everybody feels safe, respected, like those around 
them are acting responsibly, and all are treated with kindness. 

We will join together with Ms. B’s 2nd grade class for many learning activities and field trips 
throughout the year. We hope to foster a strong, dynamic second grade community. This year, Ms. Asia 
will guide our class in creating unique artwork and handwork while Ms. Libby will help us learn to move 
our bodies in fun and purposeful ways. Second grade is such a special year of growth where you will 
begin to see your young learners become independent thinkers, readers, writers, mathematicians, 
scientists, artists, and musicians.  

We’ll begin the year with reading and writing as a means to review what students already know, 
and build upon it.  As an eductor, I always strive to meet students at their level of need to help both 
strengthen skills and build upon areas that could use improvement.   I will take things at a pace that is best 
for your students learning, and will support them 100% in all academic areas.  I will be teaching literacy 
using the Orton-Gillingham methodology, which utilizes a multisensory approach coupled with explicit 
direct instruction in order for students to develop a concrete understanding of language. 

While there is a strong academic focus in second grade, we also place a great emphasis on 
developing a strong social-emotional well-being. Here at NCSA, we place a huge emphasis on our 
social-emotional curriculum. We use Passageworks, and the Mindful Schools curriculum, to support 
NCSA students in becoming their best selves.  I believe that using mindfulness is a great tool to not only 
focus on the present moment and learning at hand, but also to maintain awareness of our social-emotional 
state and help us to cope with difficult situations.  Using mindfulness will help ground our class, help us 
to rise to meet expectations, and be as hardworking, engaged, communicative, collaborative, and 
productive as possible.  We will hold class meetings, learn through discovery and inquiry both out and 
indoors, and create a learning environment that is safe, kind, responsible, and respectful towards all. 

I am truly looking forward to this school year, and cannot wait to have fun, work hard, explore, 
discover, and create together!  Feel free to email me at any time with questions or concerns. 

 
Kind regards, 
Miss Pierce 
 
hannah.pierce@ncsota.org 


